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The conception of education as primarily for leisure is
forced upon us by the conditions of modem industry, which
require, for example, that a factory girl should "spend the
whole of her day in putting sheets of tin plate into tfte slot of a
printing machine," that another should "spend the whole of
her day in wiping the printed tin sheets with an oily rag," that
another should "spend the whole of her day in putting the
printed sheets into a stamping machine," and so on.1 Endless
instances of similarly monotonous work, requiring a bare
minimum of intelligence, might, of course, be given. And
although, under a good scheme of trade or technical instruc-
tion, something might be said on the other side, it probably
i remains true that for most people the actual requirements of
vacation take a very small place in any reasonable view of
educational aims. If this is not true, then at any rate the
established school curricula of the present time—including
literature, music, folk-dancing, drawing, geography, and so on
—stand obviously condemned. The conception of an education
for leisure is not, indeed, allowed to pass unchallenged. It has
been held that a civilization which rests upon a basis of
mechanical and unintelligent labour stands condemned, and
ought to be mended or ended, and the hope has been expressed
that the time is not far distant when people will decline to
engage in such labour. It has also been contended that a mere
machine-minder might also become something of a machine-
expert, and so become something more than a drudge. Mean-
time we have to face the existing facts. Certainly the more
mechanical occupations, and in a less degree the occupations
which call for intelligent action, require the relief which we have
and Leisure" in Responsibility and Culture, Dr. L. P. Jacks criticizes
Bertrand Russell for making a clean cut between labour and leisure.
Dr. Barker's threefold distinction between labour, leisure, and relaxation
seems to meet Dr. Jacks's difficulty. On the whole subject see a scries
of papers in Education and Leisure, notably those by Rabindnmath
Tagore, A Strong and E. Raymond.
1 See G. Sampson, English for the English, p. 9*

